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Dr. M. ESTHER KALYANI ASIRVADAM

The Cultural Study of Inscriptional
Telugu Place Names

Introduction :

Place names provide a valuable source of information for
the study of human civilization and culture and embody important
material for the reconstruction of history. In a majority of instances
the knowledge of history of the places can be known from a careful
and scientific study of their names.

Study of Place Names :

Study of place names, provide their meaning or etymology
if they had not become obscure. Very often, a careful field study
helps us in uderstanding the etymology of the place name
concerned. This may ultimately bring out the significance of the
place. For instance there is a village called Dupadu in the Prakasam
district, Andhra Pradesh. Excavations conducted here laid bare a
Brahmi inscription and a ruined stipa assignable to about the 2™
century A.D. Taking this evidence into account it may be
concluded that the present name Dupadu was originally
StUpalampadu (a village that came up near the ruined stupam).

The Cultural Study of Inscriptional Telugu Place Names 27

The study of place names unveils the linguistic, cultural and
historical background of a community of speakers of a particular
language. An analytical study of place names with a cultural
perspective will bring to light retrospective view on the cultural
status of Andhradésa.

Even a superficial study of place names of a given region
sheds interesting light on various aspects like archaeology,
history, landmarks and directions, religion, beliefs and customs,
economy, agriculture, irrigation, flora and fauna.

Obviously, keeping this in view a detailed analytical study
of the place names occuing in the inscriptions of Andhra Pradesh
from the earliest to the 13" century was attempted by S.S.
Ramachandramurthy in his work 'A study of Telugu Place Names'.

Though not in detail and based on the epigraphs place
names attempts have been made in this direction earlier to the
above work.'

Taking all the aspects mentioned above into consideration
an attempt is made in the following lines to analyze and bring out
the cultural significance of the place nmes occurring in the
inscriptions belonging to the 14™ to 16" centuries.

However, it must be noted that at least in some instances,
field study may become necessary to substantiate the conclusions
of the present study. Attention of the scholars is drawn to such
instances wherever it is warranted. In the present work place
names are classified as follows:

. Place names of historical influence.
1. Place names after the kings, queens and chiefs.

2. Place names after royal dynasties.
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